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The Guwahati Carnival ‘14

The 1% Pan NE India all Communities Festival
labelled “The Guwahati Carnival 2014” with
the slogan “Go Go Go.Haathi” presents to the
world a plethora of cultural dances, music,
special performances from NE talents,
unlimited entertainment and serious fun with a
purpose: To promote Peace & Understanding
among diverse cultures and ethnic
communities living in NE region in order to
create an environment conducive
of business and entrepreneu ,u

smopolitan city of NE Indi
or three days to the sound
sic, enchanting sights & visuals
culture, fashion parades
es, I'tural parades and the aroma‘
taste thnic cuisines. This fest is an attempt
b ty leaders, concerned citizen *‘
entrepreneurs to bring toge
c living in the 8 NE sj
G e cultural diyv
c atform, hithertc : ate
ex hrough the carni ultur
of ethnic gro R will &
he IC, out of t

showcase g
confin
the world at large. F

ommunity orthe in-group,

yriad and divers
ERto celebrate a
inclusiveoNE (0 East) |l such a

this is envisaged

coming years. Such alliance
camaraderie develop by inter g _and
knowing each other better. Micro-interactions
and building bridges through shared activities
and festival bring about communal harmony
and peace within and without, and thus,
empower NE people to withstand the test of
minor differences and diverse divisive forces.
The fest is not exclusive but inclusive as it is
not owned by the communities hailing from NE
India only but rather it includes all Indians
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living in the NER. The carnival theme is
painted on a larger inclusive canvas
encompassing all those who want to have
good fun and be a part of the festivities in
Guwahati. However, in our attempt to promote
the NE culture, brotherhood and communal
understanding within the NER, the festival’s
outlook and scope could become myopic and
exclusivist. Through the fest, NE people will

~ reachweut and welcome our brethrens from

outs buregion and encourage celebs,
oup gers, dancers and other

fr s offlagdia other than NE to
articipate. St g ensure greater
nderstanding a egration; thus,

ringing closer the p Q RWith the rest
f India. / Ta
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he fest will also be an ocC

e life of the great sons and f NE
dia who have made NER a try
roud in sports, literature, films} SS,
ntrepreneurship and other di S.
rious NE celebs, musicians, pntSand
s stars of the ilk of Bhaich
ajaw, Zubin Garg, Obed Zeme,
an, Somdev Debbarman,
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gendary rock ba
of Manipur)
to give ‘
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e much needed impetus for

in NE he much hype

y”, onﬁ'it'materializes, could
gine of growth for the entire
O plus. But this will remain an
un ed dream pregnant with endless
possibilities if entrepreneurship and business
in the NER is not nurtured in an environment
of understanding, peace and harmony among
various diverse ethnic tribes and races living
in the NER. Lack of inter and intra community
understanding could otherwise leave NE
people divided on ethnic lines and set up one
group againsttheother and so on and so forth.
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We believe a shared fest, acommon platform,
OoNE festival that belongs to all irrespective of
colour, caste, creed, sex and the place of birth
would be pivotal in creating the much needed
inter-community understanding and provide a
peaceful environment for business to thrive.

The 8 sister states of Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura are collecti
called Northeast Region (NER E
Located in the easternmo
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perplexing to most*NE Indians, as i
many who are new to the historic
as to why the NE India was
east even though it lies to the e e ea

Could it be that the region got its name by dint
of its location to a place accorded greater
importance by both the British and the present
dispensation? Some historians opined that
being located to the north east of erstwhile
united Bengal, the name North-east of Bengal
was used to denote the region and it has since
then retain the tag “northeast”. Perhaps, it
could be the genesis of the feeling of ‘in -
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betweenness’ and marginalization ingrained
inthe minds of many NE Indians. Four regions
of a country —the Northern, Southern, Eastern
and Western region occupies a certain
strategic place in the geopolitics of a country.
But by dint of being named “the NE India” for
convenience sake or otherwise, many in the
region attribute this as one of the causes of
marginalization in matters of policy-making.
. Thereligee, the tag NE India conjures up a
20 and distance to many NE
o] hat is said or unsaid
€ and ether policy makers
ive a wider re pd importance to
e region in 0 seen. The
perationalization G 00 policy into
easurable gains for t ’y Mthe region
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the.gateway to the entire NE,
al'In the realizing the vision of
| ast policy and is poised to grow into a
strategic cosmopolitan city/metropolis due its
diverse population mix unlike its sister cities
in the region. The city is a melting pot for all
communities. It is believed that drawing
tourist to Guwabhati is akin to guiding them
further on to the other enchanting places and
people in other sister states. Inasmuch as the
carnival provides an avenue for fun and
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festivities, display of culture of the east and
promotion of tourism, it will also imbibe the
much needed openness and inclusive culture
within NE communities and also equipped the
residents with the much needed skills, warmth
and openness to embrace tourist coming to
our region. Tourism is identified as one of the
main drivers for growth and for converting the
Look East policy into tangible benefits in
matters of economic and infrastr

development for the region.

The NE India, as wegdill today,

been a microcg ia’ Inity
diversity” or vhere divers
ethnicity, c estivals exist, b
it remain Strand of commonnes
and si exemplifies the spirit of
onene amid diversity. NE people
living d India or abroad invariab
ove innumerable diversities an
diff S and have come to see themselves
as regardless of where they co
frol t'ates they hail from). This feeling
NE O ess is more pronounced among
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generally among students studying
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and od habits. . Students, worki
i e from the 8 state
into one fraterni

called NE stu

group, though the
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unites an

undesirable development that needs to be
arrested. In this context, of all the cities in the
NER, Guwahati presents an opportunity for re-
engineering social dynamics and for carrying
out unifying social entrepreneurship projects
aim at nullifying these divisive mind-sets and
disintegrating forces.

Therich cultural heritage of NE comes alive in
myriad colours and splendour in festivals
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celebrated by different communities in
Guwahati. However, it has never reached an
audience beyond the very
community/revellers of the said festival. Even
festivals seems to have envelop itself into well
-defined boundaries - each tribe/community
has their own festival; the festivals, at best, is
celebrated only as a community festival, state
festival or region specific festival. For
_ instanee, KUT would ring a bell to any Chin
¢ people, a Bihu for Assamese, a
Wou ow be perceived to be a
| galag ibes festival and the
anggai ns to ranks of state
estivals thoug Pation has not
rossed the city li and so on .
he moot point here at tOpping us
om coming closer and’ g ommon
latforms where all can pal “and have
un together. We can build a e for
urselves if we walk together. L we
an’t ignore that we share a common destiy .
or instance, no matter how diffe ly
u think of yourself, for most co oner
and Indian cities will p ab
Jmistaken for a person hailing fra
clos ne “Assam”. Many of o
ot know where
pw different or si
a Bodo from ¢
tems fr 2ar
and his
d*front
e to
walls we
| v different
S thinking
e North East. This
)uld perhaps act as a catalyst
barrieryland for bringing
)ser'to their shared destiny.
\ arnival 2014’ is designed to
draw people of NE India under oNE platform
through a shared festival. It remains a small
first step towards cultural integration, peace
and solidarity of the entire region.

The tag line: “Go, Go Go.haathi” created for
the carnival stands for a festival sans
boundaries and the need to work swifter for
socio-economic development. This is the time
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for taking a healthy break from Lahe Lahe angel investors and successful
culture or Hayeng Culture. “Go, Go, entrepreneurs; thereby, creating a supportive
go.Haathi” is corrupted form of Go Guwabhati ecosystem where businesses,
meant to shout out for progress, let the entrepreneurship and technology thrive.
economy run, no more strolls. Haathi meaning

Elephant in Hindi is synonymous to a slow . Create an opportunity for various
growing steady Indian economy. The event communities to interact and establish lasting
will have a day dedicated for pep talk on bonds of friendship for communal harmony
business, entrepreneurship promotion and and peace

sharing of experiences from CCE

- annual Carnival will prominently
entrepreneurs and start-up irms

aha he world tourist map and
help out local entreggeneurs |
. - CO e as the nerve Centre to
become instrumen making .

olicy” a realit ' egical o Rl tourist to other
policy i ities and places p the NE since
located to geographic
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2
arnival each year and audience e
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inspire entrepreneurship from the region. ugh livestreaming. Feeds will De¢ e
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enefits in measurable
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ased common fe roupes,

which wil as a place to be, nterested

happening p orldwide. 1y fi pari Road to
! h ear ADE may be

. to talen ha ? ¥ —.‘;, RAM)

and NER to unleash their potential o

support. 2. : nces from all tribes and

. _ 0 om the NE. (As far as possible,
* Prgmote Ll and sports as aviable AUIBNION will be sent out to all communities,
career option by giving sportspersons and focus is on Guwahati & interested cultural
musicians across the region their due. troupes for 2014)
o Promote food tourism: NER is blessed

3. Folk songs and exhibition of ethnic dresses,
rare handicrafts, handlooms, paintings and
traditional musical instruments

with close to over 220 plus ethnic cuisines.

. Promote entrepreneurship by giving
entrepreneurs a chance to meet up, seek
advice and funds, listen to live-talks from

4, Food Festival — Ethnic and modern
customized cuisines.
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5. Support and Felicitate sports people,
talents, entrepreneurship and craft persons.

6. Music Festival — Rock shows from
established stars from the region such as Lou
Majaw, Len Gangte — Phynyx, Obed Zeme,
Borkung Hrangkhawl, Mami Varte etc and
other  upcoming music  bands and
performance from upcoming talents.

7. Battle of the Choirs and

participative dance such as “
style, cultural dance N
various festive shout tan

Ho of Kut etc ‘ jorated into t
programme ent participativ
The shou .haathi/guwahati” w
be used po for the communit
style

8.
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us ! .
e

9.fCompetitions, contests and quizzes will
o) r students, rock bands, musi

C sk/colors and merchandis

carnival will be prominentl

C on the 1st PA
(N stival ‘The Guwak

201 \
Conc r U'Lenn Chonglo
LOGIZ Advisory Service
Pvt . Ltd (TAS) u support of TAS Soci
Entreprene N ect called “T
LostCraft” for peace a
harmony in the All righ‘reserv
and the no part he document n o
reproduced without M ackno
originator/ author.

TECKNOWLOGIZ

Copyrights @ TECHKNOWLOGIZ-LostCraft



